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Forming a New Nation:  The Articles of Confederation
I.  The Impact of the American Revolution on American Society 
A.  The American Revolution led to unintended changes into American society:

1. Attempted to eliminate the idea of aristocracy by making land & voting more accessible 
2. Slavery was seen as contradictory to the idea of the American Revolution; led to the abolition movement 
3. Women’s status increased via “republican motherhood” & access to business 
B.  The revolution did not deliver abolition, universal male suffrage, or women’s equality but introduced freedom
II.  When independence was declared in 1776, the colonies formed state & national gov’ts
A. In 1776, the new states created written constitutions
1. These constitutions clearly defined citizens’ rights & the limits of government
2. Guaranteed citizens’ rights, limited governors’ power, & increased power of slate legislatures
B.  America’s first national government: the Articles of Confederation

1. Creating a national gov’t:
a. How to create a central gov’t without creating tyranny?

b. The Articles would be a republican gov’t; Drafted by John Dickinson in 1775
2. The powers of the new national gov’t:  the Articles of Confederation (proposed in 1777 & ratified in 1781) 
a. The national gov’t was intentionally in order to protect state sovereignty

b. Confederation-style national gov’t with a unicameral congress & no national president
c. Had very few expressed powers: disputes, treaties, Indians, military 
d. The national gov’t could not tax; It was difficult to pass laws & amend the new constitution

C.  The greatest success of the Articles: settling western lands
1. Problems with the West:

a. Overlapping claims & demands of “landless” states were solved when VA ceded its claims  to Congress
b. By 1781, Congress gained sovereignty over all western lands (allowed for the national bureaucracy)
2. Organizing Western Lands

a. The Land Ordinance of 1785
i. Allowed the gov’t to organize & sell lands in the west to help generate revenue 
ii. One section of each township in the northwest territory was reserved for public eduction
b. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787
i. Created new territories, ruled by governors, & protected citizens with bills of rights 

ii. Allowed for legislative assemblies & statehood but forbade slavery in the NW 
3. The lack of structure for lands south of the Ohio River led to claims, counterclaims, & lawsuits  
III.  The Articles accomplished its intended short-term goals but failed to meet long-term U.S. needs 
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Articles of Confederation

Constitution

Mode of ratification or
amendment

Number of houses in
legislature

Mode of representation

Mode of election and
term of office

Executive

Judiciary

Taxation

Regulation of
commerce

Require confirmation by every state legislature

One

One to seven delegates represent each state;
each state holds only one vote in Congress

Delegates appointed annually by state
legislatures

No separate excutive: delegates annually elect
one of their number as president, who pos-
5e55€5 10 Veto, N0 power (0 appoint officers or
to conduct policy. Administrative functions of
government theoretically carried out by
Committee of States, practically by various sin-
gle-headed departments

Most adjudication lef to state and local
courts; Congress s final court of appeal in
disputes between states

States alone can levy taxes; Congress funds
the Common Treasury by making requisi-
tions for state contributions.

Congress regulates foreign commerce by treaty
but holds no check on conflicting state
regulations

Requires confirmation by three-fourths of state
conventions or legislatures

Two

Tiwo senators represent each state in upper house;
each senator holds one vote. One representative to
lower house represents every 30,000 people (in 1788)
in a state; each representative holds one vote

Senators chosen by state legislatures for six-year term
(direct election after 1913); representatives chosen by
Vote of citizens for two-year term

Separate executive branch: president elected by elec-
toral college to four-year term; granted veto, power to
conduct policy and to appoint ambassadors, judges,
and officers of exccutive departments established by
legislation

Separate branch consisting of Supreme Court and
inferior courts established by Congress to enforce
federal law

Federal government granted powers of taxation

Congress regulates foreign commerce by treaty; all
state regulations must obtain congressional consent





