Manifest Destiny: U.S. Expansion into Texas, Oregon, & California
I.  Expansion into the West

A.  U.S. exploration of the West was led by Lewis & Clark, Zebulon Pike, Stephen Long, Jedediah Smith, & John C. Fremont 
B.  Manifest Destiny 
1. U.S. population growth led to calls for annexation of new lands
2. John O’Sullivan used God, democracy, & economic expansion to justify an American “Manifest Destiny” 
C.  Western trails 
1. Americans were connected to Texas via the Santa Fe Trail & to the west coast via the Oregon & California Trails
2. The Mormon Trek 

a. Joseph Smith establishes the Church of Latter-Day Saints in New York but the Mormons were persecuted
b. Brigham Young led the resettlement to Salt Lake, Utah & became governor of Utah territory

II.  19th Century U.S.  Territorial Expansion

A.  Maine 

1.  The U.S.-Canada border was disputed in Maine; Led to Aroostook War (“Lumberjack’s War”)
2.  Webster-Ashburton Treaty (1842) that established clear border line between Maine &Canada 
B.  Texas 

1. Mexico gained its independence in 1821 & encouraged American immigration to Texas 
2. The Texas Revolution

a.  “Anglos” refused to accept Mexican rules
b. Clash between dictator Santa Anna and Stephen F. Austin led to declaration of independence in 1836
c. After the Battle of San Jacinto, Santa Anna recognized Texas independence in May 1836

3. The Independent Nation: Texas Republic (1836-1845)
a. Sam Houston became the 1st president of an independent Texas but couldn’t convince U.S. to annex Texas
b. Texas issued land grants to encourage U.S.  immigration to Texas
4. The Annexation of Texas

a. President Tyler & John C. Calhoun pressed for the annexation of Texas in 1844 but it did not work 
b. “Dark Horse” Democrat James Polk defeated Whig Henry Clay in the election of 1844
i. Campaigned for Texas annexation & end to joint occupation of Oregon 

ii. Polk victory convinced Congress to annex Texas and make it a state in 1845

5. Mexican-American War
a. Mexico’s disagreement over Texas’ borders & General Zachary Taylor’s crossing the Rio Grande led to war
b. U.S.  victory led to the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo (1848)
i. U.S. gained all of Texas &the Mexican Cession (the present-day U.S. southwest)
ii. The U.S. added the Gadsden Purchase (1853) for a future transcontinental railroad 

C. Oregon 
1. Americans wanted to end joint U.S.-British of Oregon; Polk supported “54°40’ or Fight” campaign 
2. The U.S. accepted dividing Oregon along 49( in 1846 & gained its 1st deep water port in the Pacific 
D. California 
1. Americans were eager to compete with Mexican “racheros” in California in the 1830s 
2. California broke from Mexico in 1846 & created an independent nation but it quickly became a U.S. territory 

3. The California Gold Rush in 1849

a. Led to massive influx of American, Latin American, European, & Chinese gold seekers
b. Gold rush changed California’s population, agriculture, & culture

III.  Conclusions: The Costs of Expansion

