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Comparing Spanish, French, & English Colonization in the New World

	
	Spanish
	French
	English

	Purpose of Colonies/

Exploration


	State Directed: 

· Find W route to Asia

· Establish wealth (gold & silver)

· Religious conversion

· Expand the Spanish Empire
	State Directed: 

· Find NW passage to Asia

· Establish wealth        (fur trade)

· Expand the French Empire
	Individually Directed:

· Religious tolerance; Religious purity

· Establish wealth (cash crops); Avoid poverty

· Escape turmoil or jail 

	Geographic Region Colonized/

Explored


	Central America, South America, present-day Mexico, Florida, SW areas of North America
	Canada, New Orleans, Haiti, northern Mississippi River region 
	Eastern coast of North America along Atlantic Ocean, Hudson Bay, & the Caribbean 

	Contacts & Interactions with Native Americans


	Some trade; mostly conquest:

· Taino

· Aztecs

· Incas

· SE & SW Indians

Disease spread

Intermarriage
	Significant trade partners with Eastern Woodlands Indians


	“Frontier of exclusion”

Conflict with Eastern Woodlands Indians:

· Powhattan 

Assisted whites:

· Squanto in NE

· Pocahontas in Jamestown

	Labor Systems


	· Native slave labor

· African slave labor in South America & Caribbean Islands

· Encomienda (Plantations) 
	· Settlers did the work of hunting for pelts  (coureur des bois)
· Slave labor used in Haiti
	Chesapeake: 

· Yeoman farmers

· Indentured Servitude

· African Slavery 

New England:

· Families/Yeoman 

	Loose or Strict Control by Mother Country


	Strict control 
	Strict control
	Loose control 

(Salutary Neglect)

	Degree of “Success” of Colonization/

Exploration


	Gained great wealth from exploration, but failed to establish lasting colonies (which was never the goal anyway)
	Gained some wealth from Canada but never control a continuous colony down the Mississippi river; New Orleans excellent trade port
	Some wealth from tobacco plantations; Success lies in permanence of colonies in America


