Political Progressivism:  City, State, & National Reforms
I.  Reform in the Cities and States
A.  Progressive Reform in the Cities 


1.  Political progressivism began in cities to try to improve quality of life & fight political machines 

2.  Cities adopted more efficient expert councils, commission gov’ts, city managers, “gas & water socialism”

B.  Progressive Reform in the States


1.  States used regulatory agencies to oversee public utilities and state government spending 

2.  Western states were the 1st to introduce initiatives, referendums, and recalls to increase “democracy”


3.  Governor La Follette’s “Wisconsin Idea” was revolutionary; Promoted democracy, expertise, & gov’t efficiency 
II.  National Progressivism 
A.  The Theodore Roosevelt Presidency (1901-1909)
1.  TR promoted an activist presidency, progressive reform, & expert bureaucrats from his “bully pulpit” 

2.  TR’s “Square Deal” arbitration ended the United Mine Workers’ strike without siding with big business

3.  Busting the Trusts

a.  TR saw the difference between “good” trusts vs. “bad” trusts


b.  Used the Sherman Anti-Trust Act to break up Northern Securities Co & 24 other monopolies
4.  TR saw his overwhelming victory in 1904 as a mandate for further regulation 
a.  Hepburn Act (1906) increased the ICC’s power to regulate railroads
b.  The Pure Food and Drug Act (1906) & Meat Inspection Act (1906) protected consumers

5.  TR initiated 1st comprehensive national conservation policy for the “wise use” of natural resources

B.  The William Howard Taft Presidency (1909-1913)

1.  TR’s refusal to run in 1908 gave Taft the presidency; but Taft did not share TR’s views of business regulation

2.  Taft alienated progressives by siding with conservative Repubs (Payne-Aldrich Tariff & Ballinger-Pinchot Affair)

3.  Despite set-backs, Taft pushed through the 16th & 17th Amendments, safety codes, & the Children’s Bureau
C.  The Woodrow Wilson Presidency (1913-1921)

1.  The 3-way election of 1912 among Taft (R), Wilson (D), & TR (“Bull Moose”) [& Socialist Debs] led to the emergence of opposing philosophies regarding the role of gov’t:


a.  TR’s New Nationalism


b.  Wilson’s New Freedom 

2.  The split among Republicans gave Wilson the presidency in 1912
3.  Wilson shared TR’s view of an activist & progressive president & pushed through 

a.  Underwood Tariff Act (1913)—created the 1st graduated income tax

b.  Federal Reserve Act (1913)—created an efficient regulation of banking 

c.  Clayton Anti-Trust Act (1914)—strengthened gov’t ability to regulate monopolies 

4.  By 1920, the last progressive reforms were passed: 18th (prohibition) & 19th Amendments (female suffrage) 

III.  Conclusions: The Fruits of Progressivism

