American Foreign Policy & the Spanish-American War
I.  America Looks Outward

A.  By 1890, U.S. expansion shifted from domestic Manifest Destiny to new international markets, naval bases, & territories
B.  Why the new focus?


1.  New foreign markets were needed due to the closing of the western frontier & growth of American industrialism 


2.  Social Darwinism & “White Man’s Burden” promoted white superiority 
C.  U.S. foreign policy varied: avoided conflict with Europe, sought markets in Latin America, & wanted trade routes in the Pacific 

1.  In 1867, Secretary of State William Seward purchased Alaska for $7.2 million & envisioned expansion into Canada & Mexico

2.  The U.S. applied a “Good Neighbor Policy” in Latin America which stimulated the flow of U.S. business into the region 
3.  Hawaii 

a.  U.S. missionaries, prospectors, & plantation owners dominated Hawaii & called for annexation in the 1870s

b.  In 1894 Hawaii became an independent republic under Sanford Dole & was annexed by the U.S. in 1898 under McKinley 


4.  In 1900, the U.S. proposed an “Open Door Policy” in China to allow the U.S. access to European spheres of influence
5.  Japan 

a.  Japan was “opened” in 1854 by Matthew Perry but Japan gained power in Asia after Russo-Japanese War in 1904

b.  The 1907 Gentlemen’s Agreement decreased U.S. segregation of Japanese & limited Japanese emigration to the U.S.
c.  The Root-Takahira Agreement in 1908 protected China from Japanese imperialism 

D.  Alfred Mahan pushed for a stronger navy in the 1880s; By the 1890s, new warships made U.S. the 3rd strongest navy in the world 
II.  The Spanish-American War (1898)
A.  The Causes of the Spanish-American War

1.  Americans had long-seen the benefits of American expansion into Cuba


2.  In 1895, José Martí to lead a Cuban rebellion against the weakening Spanish Empire  


3.  The U.S. remained neutral in the early years of the conflict until American “yellow journalism” sensationalized: 
a.  General Weyler’s reconcentration policy 
b.  The suspicious explosion of the USS Maine 
B.  Fighting the Spanish-American War

1.  The U.S. declared war on Spain in 1898, but the Teller Amendment stated that the U.S. would not annex Cuba 


2.  The war was very popular and gained volunteers from ex-Confederates, blacks, women, & the elite 


3.  The "splendid little war" only lasted 10 weeks & only resulted in 5,500 U.S. deaths (mostly from disease) 
C.  The Effects of the Spanish-American War 

1.  The Treaty of Paris (1898) led to Cuban independence, U.S. cession of Puerto Rico, Guam, & the Philippines 
2.  The Philippine-American War in 1899 

a.  Filipinos welcomed war with Spain but revolted when the U.S. refused to grant the Philippines self-rule

b.  Emilio Aguinaldo led a bloody 3-year revolution against the U.S.; American resorted to Weyler-style brutality 

c.  William Taft was appointed to Philippine Commission (1900) to improve the Philippines & helped end the war
D.  Governing the new “American Empire” 

1.  By 1900, Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto Rico were made territories with U.S. citizenship; The U.S. navy controlled Guam & Samoa 


2.  The Platt Amendment allowed for a free Cuba, but Cuba was economically & militarily dominated by the U.S. 

3.  The American Anti-Imperialist League was formed in 1899 to protest U.S. imperialism 
III.  Conclusions: The USA as a New World Power

