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The American Revolution: The Fight for Independence

I.  The Decision to Fight for Independence

A. Lexington & Concord was only the beginning of pre-revolutionary conflicts: Battle of Bunker Hill, Olive Branch Petition, & King George’s view of colonial “open rebellion” 

B. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense (1776) persuaded ordinary people to sever ties with England & favor independence
C. The Second Continental Congress voted for independence on July 2, 1776 & issued the Declaration of Independence
D. Colonists were divided: Patriots vs. Loyalists vs. Neutrals 
II.  Fighting the War for Independence

A. England at the onset of the American Revolution 

1. British advantages during the war included more troops, better officers, manufacturing, & a great navy 
2. In reality, England faced an impossible task: long supply lines & defeating the Continental Army
B. American “Professional Army”

1. Washington became committed to defending territory & using guerilla tactics 

2. The Continental Army was the symbol of the “republican cause” but militias played an important role 
3. African-American slaves, Native Americans, & women played important roles in the revolution
C. The Early Years: 1776-1777
1. The Americans (“war of attrition”) & British (“divide & conquer”) used different strategies to win the war 

2. Initial American defeats by General Howe led to thousands of “oaths of allegiance” by colonists
3. England failed to win a “decisive battle”…the American “victory” at Saratoga was the turning point in the war

a. America gained an ally in France after Saratoga; The French navy helped turn the tide of the war
b. The threat of a French invasion led England to offer an amicable end to the revolution 

D. [image: image1.png]@ North America After the Treaty of Paris, 1783

Though victorious in its struggle for independence, the Urited States was surrounded by
British and Spanish possessions, while Russia and France continued to harbor imperial ambi-
tions in the Americas as well. Reflecting on the Past What problems and opportunities
did European claims on areas of North America pose for the United States?
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The Final Campaign: 1781
1. General Cornwallis was defeated at Yorktown & surrendered to Washington on October 19, 1781 
2. Loyalist were treated poorly by both sides during the war & many left America after war 
III.  The Treaty of Paris, 1783
A. The peace treaty of 1783 ended the war and gave America full independence from England was well as:

1. American gained all lands east of the Mississippi; Spain regained Florida; England kept Canada 
2. England agreed to remove its army & colonists agreed to pay back debts (neither happened quickly)

B. After 176 years of British rule, would the United States become a land of the elite or of the people?  
