1. Explain the philosophy of "Manifest Destiny."  What forces created this concept? 

2. How did the ideas of Manifest Destiny reflect certain racial attitudes prevalent in the country in the mid-19c? 

3. What were some of the arguments by those who did not embrace the idea of Manifest Destiny? 

4. Why did the Mexican government initially allow American colonization of Texas? 

5. Why did tensions increase between the American settlers in Texas and the Mexican government? 

6. What were some of the fears of those who opposed the admission of Texas into the Union? 

7. Why was the policy of Manifest Destiny closely associated with the Democratic party? 
8. On what grounds did President Polk ask Congress to declare war on Mexico? 

9. What were some of the arguments made by critics of the U. S. entry into the Mexican War? 
10. How does Thoreau uphold the anti-Mexican War Sentiment?

11. Why were the Americans ultimately victorious? 

12. List the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

13. What was the Wilmot Proviso?  What arguments were advanced in its favor?  Why was the South against it? 
14. What was the Compromise of 1850?  How was it passed? 

15. How did the 1850 Compromise negate the Missouri Compromise of 1820? 
16. How did the political parties react to the Compromise of 1850?  How did the sections of the country react? 

17. List the provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska Act and explain its impact on sectionalism.  What effect did it have on the Whigs?   on the Democrats? 

18. How did the North react to the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  the South?  What effect did it have on the Whigs?  on the Democrats? 

19. Who were the new Republicans?  Which groups comprised this party?  What was its platform? 

20. What problems were faced in the attempt to organize a legitimate government in Kansas?  Why did these problems arise? 

21. How was it that Kansas became a battle ground for the sectional controversy? 

22. What transpired in the Sumner-Brooks incident? 

23. What were the origins of the Dred Scott case?  What issues were involved? 

24. How did Chief Justice Taney rule on this case?  What was the impact of the decision on the nation's efforts to reach a compromise regarding the slavery issue? 

25. Why did the Lincoln-Douglas debates take place?  Why did they draw so much attention? 

26. How did Lincoln and Douglas differ in their solution to slavery in the territories? 

27. What were the goals of John Brown's raid on the federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry, VA?  How did the South react to this event? 

28. Why is John Brown's raid considered to be a turning point in the South's road to secession? 

29. What caused the split between northern and southern Democrats in 1860?  What was the result of this division? 
30. What was the Republican platform in 1860?  To whom did it appeal most? 

31. What role did the Lyceum play in educating the American public, especially with regard to public controversies of the period? 

